Age-related DNA fragmentation in two varieties of Drosophila melanogaster, Phaseolus (cotyledons), and three tissues of the mouse.
Agarose gel electrophoresis showed that no age-related DNA fragmentation occurred in wild-type or vestigial wing Drosophila, or in DNA from mouse brain and heart. DNA from mouse liver possessed a large fragment, estimated at 24 megadaltons, in all ages tested. Phaseolus cotyledon DNA possessed a fragment of approximately 3.5 megadaltons in both imbibed seeds and 12-day-old cotyledons. Thus, there appeared to be no age-related increase in the break-down of DNA into large fragments.